5

SikkimSCAN

YouthSkills DayCeIebrated inGyalshing

RUDRA KAUSHIK
GYALSHING, JUNE 27:

he district of Gyalsh-

ing marked the ob-
servance of World Youth
Skills Day 2025 with a
comprehensive District
Outreach Programme
focused on skill devel-
opment. Held today at
the Community Hall,
Gyalshing, the event was
organized by ITI Gyalsh-
ing and the Skill Devel-
opment Department, in
collaboration with the
District Skill Committee,
as part of the nationwide
initiative themed “Youth
empowerment through
Al and digital skills.”

The event was attend-
ed by prominent digni-
taries, including Area
MLA and Water Resourc-
es and PHE Department
Advisor, LN Sharma, who
served as the Chief Guest,
and District Collector and
District Skill Committee
Chairman, Tenzing D.
Denzongpa, as the Guest
of Honour: Local officials,
members of the Gyalsh-

Upon arrival, the
Chief Guest and other
dignitaries visited sever-
al exhibitor stalls show-
casing skills in sectors
such as Computer Pro-
gramming, Architectural
Draftsmanship, Civil Sur-
veying, Food Production,
Dress Making Welding
& Fabrication, Electrical
Works, Motor Vehicle
Mechanics, Bakery, and
Beautician Services. The
visitors interacted with
trainees and gathered
feedback on their train-
ing experiences and ben-
efits.

The event kicked off
with a lively musical per-
formance by students of
GITI Gyalshing who sang
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through skill-building ac-
tivities. He urged young
participants to leverage
government schemes,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of aligning skills
with local industry needs
to promote self-reliance.
He also called on youth
to embrace entrepre-
neurship and support
the “Vocal for Local”
movement, contribut-
ing to Sikkim’'s overall

progress. Highlighting
government initiatives
under Chief Minister

Prem Singh Tamang (Go-
lay), he mentioned the
One Family, One Entre-
preneur scheme and the
provision of up to 5 lakh
in financial assistance to
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Dcnwnmm lauded the
skill development efforts
and stressed their im-
portance in addressing
social challenges such
as rising youth suicides.
He shared that a ded-
icated committee has
been established to an-
alyze the root causes of
such issues and work on
solutions. The DC also
expressed concern over
declining birth rates and
called for community
awareness and support.
He highlighted initiatives
like providing monthly
dietary support to hospi-
talized TB patients, urg-
ing community participa-
tion in eradicating TB in
the district by 2026. Ad-
e

future of the state, and
their success depends
on the choices they make
today” He cautioned
against excessive screen
time and urged responsi-
ble mobile usage, stating,
“Use your screen time
productively; misuse can
harm your future”™ He
assured that the district
administration would
support youth seeking
guidance and direction.
Following the speech-
es, Palzor Gyatso Bhutia,
an Electrical Instructor
at GITI Gyalshing, deliv-
ered a detailed presen-
tation on the importance
of skill development. His
talk covered themes such
as the role of skills in the

dern  ec y., the
need for skill enhance-
ment in Sikkim, and op-
portunities within the
sector. He also explained

ing Nagar Panchayat, the State Songincelebra- support new ventures. dit lly, h ed
Zilla members, repre- tion of Sikkim's 50th year He invited stakeholders plans to convert barren
sentatives from various of statehood. to participate in a forth- land into productive agri-
departments, personnel In his address, Mr. co g farmer cultural areas with active
from the 36th Bn SSB, Sharma commended the ment on rice cultivation involvement of officials
trainers, trainees, youth Skill Development De- scheduled for July 2, and local staff.

participants, and mem- partment and ITI Gyalsh- 2025, at Gyalshing-Om- Addressing youth em-
bers of the public also ing for their efforts chungGPU. powerment, he empha-
participated. in empowering youth District Collector Mr.  sized that “Youth are the

various national and
state-level initiatives like
the National Policy on
Skill Development and

Entrepreneurship (NPS-
DE), Craftsmen Training
Scheme (CTS), Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yo-
jana (PMKVY), National
Apprenticeship Promo-
tion Scheme (NAPS), and

entrepreneurship  pro-
grams.

Adding an inspira-
tional touch, renowned
entrepreneur Buddha
Hang Subba, popularly

known as the Kiwi Man
of Sikkim, shared his
journey of self-reliance,
encouraging youth to
pursue innovative and
entreprencurial paths.

The event concluded
with a panel discussion
on ‘Skills, Entrepreneur-
ship, and Vocal for Lo-
cal! moderated by BB
Chuwhan, Principal of
ITI Gyalshing. Panelists
included BB Pradhan
(Director-cum-Princi-
pal of SIST), Deepak Ra-
saily (Principal, CCCT),
Sushil Tamang (Cherry
Grand), Indrakari Subba
(Khecheopalri Bamboo
House), and Keshav Prad-
han (President, PTDA).
The discussion offered
valuable insights into lo-
cal business opportuni-
ties and entrepreneurial
ventures, inspiring as-
piring entrepreneurs and
addressing participant
questions.
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